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On Monday 31st August 2020, Zali Steggall relaunched the Climate Change Bill in Canberra. 
Here’s the media release from the launch, including words of support from prominent figures. 
 

 

 
Climate Change Bill Relaunched 
“Zali Steggall OAM MP has relaunched her Climate Change Bill, calling for the Morrison 
government to adopt sensible climate change legislation that will align national policy with state 
governments’ and the private sector’s commitment to net zero by 2050.  
Ms Steggall will table the legislative climate framework in the House of Representatives on 9 
November – the same date Australia was expected at the UN Climate Change Conference in 
Glasgow to update its emission reduction commitment under the Paris Agreement.  
 
The Climate Change (National Framework for Adaptation and Mitigation) Bill 2020 has been 
updated following consultation with business groups, environmental organisations, law experts 
and federal MPs. The legislation now adopts the government’s Technology Investment 
Roadmap, released in May, which will assist in identifying and developing low emissions 
technologies.  
 
The Bill will be seconded by Rebekha Sharkie MP and is supported by the Australian Business 
Council, Atlassian, the Climate Council, Australian Energy Council and WWF Australia, among 
others. It has also been endorsed by prominent leaders including Christiana Figueres, former UN 
climate chief who oversaw the Paris Agreement, Economist Professor Ross Garnaut and US 
Climate Scientist Dr Michael Mann.  
The Climate Act Now website, http://www.climateactnow.com.au has been relaunched, calling 
on Australians to support the bill and add their name to the many signatories from every 
electorate in Australia.  

http://www.climateactnow.com.au/


 

Support for the Climate Change Bill 
 
Zali Steggall OAM MP, Independent for Warringah:  
“The Climate Change Act gives us the opportunity to rebuild from the COVID-19 crisis in a 
sustainable way, future proofing our jobs and economy.  
We are seeing UK, Germany and major energy corporations including Woodside, BHP, AGL and 
BP committing to net zero by 2050. It’s time for the Morrison government to step up and join 
these leaders.  
Unfortunately, since the pandemic engulfed our country the federal government has instead 
focussed on a gas-led recovery that will see Australia left behind.”  
 
Rebekha Sharkie MP, Independent for Mayo  
“It is my hope that this legislation will break through the partisan politics and that the Australian 
community will get behind Zali’s campaign at climateactnow.com.au and put pressure on their 
Federal members to call for a conscience vote.”  
 
Helen Haines MP, Independent for Indi  
“I’ve worked with Zali to ensure that regional Australia is represented in this Bill. This is critical 
because our renewable power stations are being built in regional Australia. This represents an 
enormous opportunity for everyday people, if we put communities at the centre. The Climate 
Change Bill gives certainty to regional communities that they will not just be included in the 
conversation, but that they will be placed at heart of our emerging zero-carbon economy.”  
 
Professor Ross Garnaut  
“Zali Steggall’s Climate Change Bill provides an opportunity for the Australian Federal Parliament 
to move decisively beyond the Climate Wars. Being introduced by a Member of Parliament from 
outside the partisan divide, it can pass without any of the Parties of government backing down 
from explicit electoral commitments.  
 
Mike Cannon-Brookes, Atlassian  
“This is a smart bill, and the exact type of action we need to change Australia’s international 
reputation on climate.”  
 
Jennifer Westacott, The Business Council Australia chief  
“I reckon if we could get the two political parties to agree to that and legislate it, we would have 
made a massive advance in this country because we would know where we’re going."  
 
Dr Penny Sackett, Former Chief Scientist  
“The bill recognises that effective governance is well informed, by establishing an independent 
Climate Change Commission to assess risks and advise Parliament. And it acknowledges that 
good governance is transparent and accountable, by establishing procedures for monitoring and 
reporting.”  
 
  



 
Dr Michael Mann, US Scientist  
“Australia needs a proactive approach to dealing with climate change impacts. That's precisely 
what the people’s Climate Change Bill being introduced as a Private Member’s Bill by 
Independent Zali Steggall provides.”  
 
Christina Figuerres, former UN climate chief who oversaw the Paris Agreement  
“All states and territories have 2050 net zero targets, as do 73 other nations, including Britain 
and Canada. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson would welcome Australia joining these ranks… 
and giving consideration to the British model of using an independent expert body to advise 
government on five-yearly carbon budgets en route to net zero by 2050. Independent MP Zali 
Steggall’s private members’ bill does exactly that.”  
 
For more details visit http://www.zalisteggall.com.au 
 
 
 
  

http://www.zalisteggall.com.au/
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Doctors Urge the PM to take action on climate change 
 

 
 

On August 11th, Australia’s peak medical groups sent a joint letter to Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison demanding meaningful action to tackle climate change, calling out the serious health 
risks if we fail to tackle greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Coordinated by Doctors for the Environment Australia, the signatories to the letter represent 

the nation’s GPs, emergency room doctors, physicians, obstetricians, psychiatrists and other 

disciplines. 

The letter is signed by Doctors for the Environment Australia (DEA), the Australian Medical 

Association (AMA), The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP), The Royal 

Australasian College of Physicians (RACP), The Australasian College for Emergency Medicine 

(ACEM), The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists (RANZCP), The Royal 

Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RANZCOG), Australian 

College of Rural and Remote Medicine (ACRRM), College of Intensive Care Medicine (CICM), and 

Australian Medical Students' Association (AMSA) who together represent around 75% of 

Australia’s doctors. 

The letter highlights last year’s unprecedented summer of bushfires and associated smoke 

pollution which together claimed more than 400 lives and resulted in the hospitalisation of 

more than 3000 people for heart and lung problems. The letter also notes the psychological 

health impacts that are likely to be present for decades and calls for 

• a transition away from fossil fuels -both coal and gas- to renewable energy.  

• investment in projects and technologies that preserve our natural environment  

 • investment in green infrastructure and public transport, which would have the additional 

benefits of promoting physical activity that would reduce diseases such as obesity and diabetes, 

and substantially improve air quality.  

 

You can read the full transcript here. 

 

 

https://www.dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-08-06-Healthy-Recovery-Letter-Scott-Morrison-PM.pdf
https://www.dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-08-06-Healthy-Recovery-Letter-Scott-Morrison-PM.pdf
https://www.dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-08-06-Healthy-Recovery-Letter-Scott-Morrison-PM.pdf
https://bit.ly/2QJB5RY
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Big business demands certainty on Net Zero by 2050 

 

A group of Australia's biggest companies known as the Australian Industry Energy Transitions 
Initiative - including some of the country's largest polluters - has banded together as part of 
efforts to make their operations carbon neutral by 2050. And some of the names might surprise 
you. 

Industrial giants Woodside, BHP and BlueScope Steel are among a coalition of businesses 
including financial heavyweights National Australia Bank and AustralianSuper that have signed 
on to an initiative aimed at stripping emissions from Australia’s supply chains. 

You can read the full programme overview here. 

https://energytransitionsinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Australian-Industry-ETI-Program-Overview-July-2020.pdf
https://energytransitionsinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Australian-Industry-ETI-Program-Overview-July-2020.pdf

